As for the future, your task is not to foresee it, but to enable it.

— Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
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What will this world look like in a hundred years?

You don’t know, and neither do I. Just when you think this world can’t get any weirder, it
does, and we all learn to live with the ever-accelerating pace of change. There are now well
over twice as many human beings on the planet as when | was born—far more, some say,
than this old Earth can really support. But, while we all are here, the vision and intent of
the Ecological Building Network is clear and simple: that all people have safe, decent
shelter without harming the greater tapestry of life all around us, upon which we and our
descendants depend for our own existence.

In the twelve years or so that | have been studying and working in green building, | have
had the delight and privilege of meeting and working with innumerable brilliant
individuals—thus the moniker “Ecological Building Network, or EBNet. With support from
people like them—and you—we've already done quite a lot:

« organized an international conference on ecological building in
2001, with attendees from 15 countries; we still receive requests
for the proceedings on CD-ROM;

« written books on building with earth and straw, and on making
concrete with industrial waste products, as well as contributing
papers and articles to countless conferences and journals;

« conducted hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of research
into alternative building systems, most recently conducting a
much-needed fire test of straw bale walls that has opened the
gates for that promising system of building to become much
more common and mainstream;

« helped write improved building codes from California to
Mongolia that have facilitated more ecologically-sound
methods of building previously hampered by the codes;

. given lectures and talks, and met with network colleagues, at

November, 2006 universities around the world— everything from showing young
Delivering talk schoolchildren in Silicon Valley about how people have built for
“One Million Years of Building” centuries, to, most recently, speaking on ecological building at
, , at  the invitation of Prince Charles’ Foundation in London.
The Prince's I;oub;ﬂdgl::ﬁfojl:or;gzﬂi « and, having drawn attention to our work, appeared on public
London radio in the UK and USA, and print publications such as the
Los Angeles Times, USA Today, and The Wall Street Journal.







